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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION AND PURPOSE OF STUDY
This study Is concerned with "The Status of Geography in
the State Teachers Colleges and State Normal Schools In New
England.
"
The purpose of this study is to determine the curricular
offerings in geography and to determine whether or not a
prospective teacher desiring to do so can receive the proper
training in the teaching of geography in any of the twenty-two
state teachers colleges and state normal schools of Connecticut,
Maine
,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
The following definitions of frequently used terms in
this study have been taken from the Dictionary of Education,!
and the definitions stated below will be implied whenever the
use of these terms occurs in this study, unless it is defi-
nitely stated otherwise:
State Teachers College :
A teacher-preparing institution supported by
the state to train elementary- and secondary
school teachers through 4-year curriculums;
may offer shorter courses such as are found
in state normal schools for special certi-
fication. (The 4-year curriculums lead to
standard bachelors degree or to professional
degrees of baccalaureate ranking)
.
1Dictionary of Education
,
Carter V. Good, Editor.
University of Cincinnati. McGraw-Hill Book Co. N. Y. 1945.
t:
:
.
-
.
State Normal School
:
A state-supported institution for the prepa-
ration and training of prospective public-
school teachers; may or may not grant degrees.
...At present, few state normal schools exist,
most of the previous normal schools having
become teachers colleges.
Curriculum :
(1) A systematic group of courses or sequence
of subjects required for graduation or certi-
fication in a major field of study, for
example, social studies curriculum, physical
education curriculum;
(2) A general over-all plan of the content or
specific materials of instruction that the
school should offer the student by way of
qualifying him for graduation or certification
or for entrance into a professional or a vo-
cational field;
(3) A body of prescribed educative experiences
under school supervision, designed to provide
an individual with the best possible training
and experience to fit him for society of which
he is a part or to qualify him for a trade or
profession.
The term 11 elementary curriculum, H as used in this study,
refers to that curriculum which has been set up for the
training of elementary school teachers; the term “secondary
curriculum 11 refers to that curriculum which has been set up
for the training of secondary school teachers; the term
“Junior high curriculum“ refers to the curriculum that has
been set up for the training of Junior high school teachers.
Course :
Organized subject matter in which instruction
is offered within a given period of time, and
for which credit toward graduation or certi-
fication is usually given.
«*
1
,
'
0
'
.
3Prescription :
(Teacher Ed.) Faculty determination of the
specific subjects and sequences of curricu-
lums that a student is to follow in preparing
to become a teacher. (Prescription is
opposed to election, which allows a student
to choose from specific courses and to
determine the sequence in which he will take
courses
.
Elective :
(1) (Secondary Ed.) An optional course not
required of all pupils but that may be
taken in accordance with individual aptitudes
or special interests;
(2) (Higher Ed.) Any of a number of studies
from which the student is allowed to select.
Methods Course :
(1) A course in how to teach a particular
subject; sometimes called a special methods
course;
(2) A course in general classroom procedure
that may be used in teaching any subject;
sometimes called a general methods course.
Major Field of Study :
A principal subject of study in one depart-
ment or field of learning, in which a
student is required or elects to take a
specified number of courses and hours for
which he will receive a diploma or degree.
Minor Field of Study :
A subject of study in one department or
broad field of learning in which the
student is required or elects to take a
specified number of courses or hours.

Fewer than required for a major field;
implies less intensive concentration
than in the major field.
Student Teaching :
Observation, participation, and actual
teaching done by a student preparing for
teaching under the direction of a super-
vising teacher or general supervisor;
part of the pre-service program offered
by a teacher-education institution.
Geography :
The science of the earth, including a
study of land, water, air, the distri-
bution of plant and animal life, man and
his Industries, and the Interrelations
of these factors.
The National Council of Geography Teachers gives the
following definition of geography:
Geography is the study of the way in which
man is using his land and other resources
to make a living. Geography helps to
explain why man is doing the different kinds
of work in different parts of the world to
provide for his own needs and to produce
the different commodities of world trade.
Geography seeks to develop the concept
of internationalism through studying the
major and less important economic activi-
ties in a given region, and showing how
those kinds of work are related not only
to cultural and natural features in that
. region, but also to ascertain natural and
cultural conditions in the environments
of related world regions. Geographic
information is essential to the establish-
ment of world peace. 1
!The National Council of Geography Teachers. Preli-
minary Report of the Curriculum Committee. Journal of
Geography
,
February 1945, page 58.

PURPOSE OF THE STUDY
During recent years, especially since the beginning
of World War II, the desirability of Including more geography
in the schools of the United States has come to be recognized
more and more by leading educators.
Educational leaders and administrators and geographers
and non-geograph ers
,
recognizing the failure of American
schools to provide proper geographic training in the past,
are advocating geography training for all students, not only
for those on the elementary level, but for those on the
secondary level as well. The opinions of a selected few
of these educational leaders and geographers are presented
below in an effort to point out the definite need for
proper training in geography for all students.
John H. Garland, in an article in the Journal of
Geography, discussed the need for the inclusion of geography
in the school curriculum:
World War II has provided a powerful
stimulus for vigorous growth and develop-
ment in geography in the post war era.
Therefore, the schools of this country
should be well prepared to take advantage
of the opportunity when the war is won,
and we can devote full time to peaceful
pursuits.^-
Ijohn H. Garland, “Geography in the Postwar Era - Are
We Prepared to Tea.ch It?" Journal of Geography, October 1945,
P. 265.

6Villa B. Smith, in her article, "High School Geography
and Geographic Thinking," states her views concerning the
need for geographic thinking in our high schools:
It is apparent that as a nation we are
unable to think geographically. . .This
is due to the lack of well organized
courses in geography which provide
training in geographic thinking from
elementary school through high school.
The high schools have an opportunity to
present courses that train in geographic
thinking. It is their responsibility
to do so.
Geographic thinking is more than a class-
room exercise. It is part of everday
living. It is needed in interpreting world
events and in evaluating opinions and
decisions whether of local, national, or
international importance. World political
problems, world commercial problems, world
security, world trade, world peace are a
few of the problems uppermost in our minds
today. Basically, all are problems of geo-
graphy. An understanding of any one of
them involves geographic thinking. Their
solution must be based on sound geographic
thought.^
The National Council for the Social Studies in its
publication, "The Social Studies Look Beyond the War," urges
that more attention be given to the history and geography
and life of other countries and peoples at both elementary
and secondary levels.
2
!villa B. Smith, "High School Geography and Geographic
Thinking," Journal of Geography
,
September 1945, P. 252-5.
2The National Council For the Social Studies. "The Social
Studies Look Beyond the War." A Statement of Postwar Policy
Prepared by an Advisory Commission. November, 1944.
.*
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George T. Renner, Professor of Geography at Teachers
College, Columbia University, has expressed the following
views concerning the need for geography training in the
schools:
The place to teach the principles of geo-
graphy or human ecology in the modern world
is in the high schools of the nation. They
will either teach the American people to
do geographic thinking or it will not be
done.
The greatest failure of American education
so far is that it has not taught Americans
much about the geography of other peoples
or to realize their own geographic destiny
or to accept the constructive responsibili-
ties of that destiny. We have done nothing
to protect our people from the obvious
fallacies of geographic isolationism or the
suicidal doctrine of pacifism.
1
An editorial in the Journal of Geography discusses
the Inadequacy of the geographic training in American schools
in the past:
World War II has brought strikingly to the
attention of educators the failure of
American schools to provide adequate geo-
graphical training for our high school
students. Unfortunately we hear continu-
ously about the prevailing ignorance of the
geography of the world possessed by our
young men and women, when we should be
hearing about their thorough knowledge of
the world. Probably the educational system
of no other so-called civilized nation of
the world has provided so inadequately for
the geographical training of their boys
and girls. 4'
1George T. Renner, "What the War Has Taught Us About
Geography." Journal of Geography
,
December 1944, P. 330.
^Editorial, "High School Geography: What?" Journal
of Geography, September 1944, P. 201.
,\
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Eugene Van Clef, In his article, "Vocational Aspects
of Geography," points out that the subject of geography may
have some vocational uses to students in addition to pro-
viding a basic knowledge of the fundamentals of geography:
Courses in the field of geography may yield
to the student a twofold desirable attain-
ment - a practical and a general education*
1
He goes on to point out several of the vocational uses
of geography which he has in mind: map uses, gardening.
Insurance, city planning, manufacturing, retail merchandising,
advertising, construction, communications, and international
relations.
M. H* Shearer, Eugene Mather, and J. W. Kenney have
the following to say concerning the value of geography in
contributing toward international understanding and world
peace
:
Educators must realize that among mature
people generally a more widespread knowledge
of geography stressing the interdependence
of regions, the distribution of natural
resources and the fundamentals of world
trade would contribute greatly toward inter-
national understanding and the ultimate
attainment of world peace.
2
Henry F, Becker, Chairman of The Curriculum Committee
of the National Council of Geography Teachers
,
has the
following to say concerning the need for geography training:
-^-Eugene Van Clef, "Vocational Aspects of Geography."
Journal of Geography
,
October 1944, P. 246.
2j. W. Kenney, Eugene Mather, and M. H. Shearer, "Out
With Geographical Illiteracy." The School Executive,
November 1943, P. 44.

9The Curriculum Committee of the National
Council of Geography Teachers was created
primarily to assist in meeting the urgent
need for more geography at the secondary
school level. The special tasks with which
the Committee was charged were to determine
what high school courses are needed, how
they should be organized, what materials are
now available for use in these courses and
what new materials are needed.
^
The Committee set up the major objectives of geography
teaching and outlined a suggested course of study in geo-
graphy for the public schools, which includes a detailed
outline of a year’s basic course for high schools in World
Geography, to be given in either grade nine or ten.
In an article in the Journal of Geography, C. Langdon
White and Joseph E. Williams state the following:
The war has made us aware of the fact that
geography is more than an elementary school
subject. We know that it challenges the
best minds that we have. We know further
that though it is the background of all
statesmanship, it is, except in a few
countries, little understood in the world
of states. 2
Parnell W. Pickelsimer, in his article, MLessons in
Geography," compares the status of geography in our schools
and the schools of Europe:
In Western Europe, nearly every pupil in
the secondary schools is required to take
several years of continuous and unified
^The National Council of Geography Teachers. Preliminary
Report of the Curriculum Committee. Journal of Geography,
February 1945, P. 51.
2C. Langdon White and Joseph E. Williams, ’Will Geography
Be a Core Subject in the Post-War Secondary School Curricu-
lum?" Journal of Geography
,
January 1945, P. 16.

training In geography, usually under a
teacher who is a specialist. In England,
every high school has a graduate teacher
in geography. In America, however, this
Is not the case. This is due in part
to the too prevalent idea that anybody
can teach geography. 1
C* C. Barnes optimistically discusses the future of
geography in the schools in his article, ”Fifteen Years of
High School Geography M :
There seems to be little doubt that
geography as a high school subject is
being given more favorable attention
as time goes on. More high schools are
offering geography today than at any
time in the past. More high school stu-
dents are recognizing the value of geo-
graphy and are electing the subject each
year. The popularity of a subject Is
often gauged by the books that are pub-
lished during the past few years...
Colleges and universities almost without
exception, accept geography as an entrance
credit.
2
In a foreword of the January 1947 Issue of the Journal
of Geography, Richard Elwood Dodge states:
There is still a great need for more and
better geography in secondary schools and
for geography as ” geography B in more
colleges and universities.
The quotations given above are but a few of the many
published statements concerning the need for more and better
geography teaching in our schools.
•^Parnell W. Pickelsimer, ’’Lessons in Geography.”
Journal of Geography
,
January 1946, P. 32.
2C. C. Barnes, ’’Fifteen Years of High School Geography.
Journal of Geography , September 1946, P. 213.
<
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If we accept the ideas and opinions of the educational
and geography leaders mentioned above, we must also conclude
that such an important subject as geography should be taught,
not by any teacher that happens to have a free period, but
rather by teachers who are trained to be teachers of geography,
teachers who have received adequate and extensive training
and preparation, not only in the subject of geography itself,
but also in educational courses pertaining to geography.
There are many articles in the educational and geograph-
ical publications of today which suggest and urge that
prospective geography teachers receive better training than
they have in the past and that teacher training institutions
should offer adequate training in geography in order that our
geography teachers may be more efficient and competent.
Several of the many articles that have been published
concerning this subject are mentioned and quoted below in
an attempt to point out that extensive specialized prepa-
ration, according to many authorities, is necessary for all
geography teachers in order that the pupils in our schools
will receive geography instruction which will stimulate
their interest.
Of the many articles and publications dealing with the
need for adequate teacher-training in geography, one of the
most widely publicized and one of the most lmoortant contri-
butions to this school of thought is the report on n Standards
C.
12
of Certification for the Teaching of Geography in High
Schools," and published by the National Council of Geography
Teachers as Professional Paper No. 6.
This report is the outcome of a meeting of the National
Council of Geography Teachers held at Baton Rouge, Louisiana,
on December 27, 1940, at which the Council resolved to urge
that the same special academic training be required of
teachers of geography as is required of teachers of other
academic subjects and further resolved that a committee be
appointed to set up minimum standards for geography teachers
in the secondary schools.
Every effort should be made at present to
Increase the geography instruction given
prospective teachers in order to insure
that prospective teachers of social
studies are reasonably well trained to
handle the geographic material which
society and the school administration are
likely to demand. One way of safeguarding
this situation and of making certain that
we actually realize on the investment of
increased geography Instruction in schools,
is a more adequate program of certification
which will insure a reasonable knowledge
of geography. 1
In setting up minimum standards for geography teachers
in the secondary schools, the committee formulated what they
called a "Geography Master Standards Pattern" which consisted
of the recommendations of the committee for minimum training
^-The National Council of Geography Teachers. "Standards
of Certification for the Teaching of Geography in High
Schools." Professional Paper No . 6, 1943, P. 3 - 19.
..
*
for teachers of high school geography, based on the thesis
that successful teaching of geography necessitates an under-
standing of its philosophies and Ideologies, a knowledge of
its scientific principles and thorough training in geographic
thinking and teaching* This "Geography Master Standards
Pattern 11 is quoted below:
1* All prospective teachers of any high
school subject whatever shall be re-
quired to take one year (six semester
hours) of College Geography to in-
clude at least three hours in the
Principles of Geography..*
2. In all cases where "a general teaching
major” is made the basis for teacher
qualification, the state law shall be
construed to mean this requirement
shall be applied to the teaching of
geography in any form the same as to
any other field, as history, economics,
etc. « .
•
3. Where hours for “teaching majors 51 are
varied, the number of hours of required
geography should be the same as for
history....
4. Teachers of social science should be
required to take the following subjects:
a. The general Introductory course
in the Principles of College
Geography, 3-6 semester hours.
b. A regional course in Continental,
Historical, or Political
Geography, 3 semester hours.
c. A course in Economics and Com-
mercial or Conservatlonal
Geography, 3 semester hours.
5. Teachers of Commerce who are going to
teach economic or other geography

14
courses should have the same train-
ing in geography as teachers of the
social studies.^-
John H. Garland has the following to say concerning
the preparation of geography teachers:
Especially in the secondary schools is
the preparation poor, for not only is
there insufficient geography taught in
the high school, but there is also a
lack of adequately trained teachers to
put the high school program up to
proper strength. 2
Villa B. Smith advocates that geography teachers should
be thoroughly trained in their field. She states that there
is a need for political geography in the high school and
concerning the training necessary for those who teach this
course she states:
It should be taught by trained geography
teachers, not by anyone who happens to
need an additional teaching hour....
Teachers should be masters of the field.
Only under the guidance of prepared
teachers can pupils secure world under-
standings, acquire skill in collecting
and using facts and arrive at conclu-
sions that are sound.
^
The necessity of having thoroughly trained geography
teachers in our schools is recognized by Richard J. Russell
who states:
1Professional Paper No . 6, op. clt. , P. 7-8.
2John ft. Garland, MGeography in the Postwar Era - Are
We Prepared to Teach It? w Journal of Geography, October 1943,
P. 265 - 66.
~ ~~
^Villa B. Smith, "High School Geography and Geographic
Thinking, H Journal of Geography
,
September 1945, P. 235.

The broader program of public enlighten-
ment must proceed from the colleges,
through well-trained and firmly-grounded
grade school teachers, to the public at
large .
-
Alden Cutshall, in, his article, '‘Worth-While High School
Geography," discusses the need for thorough training of
geography teachers:
Geography instruction should be in the hands
of qualified teachers who are interested
in the subject that they teach. Our col-
leges can supply those teachers. College
students preparing to be teachers are
anxious to take geography but are skeptical
that they will have an opportunity to
teach it after they have completed their
preparation,
2
J, R. Whitaker, in his article, "Design for High School
Geography," gives his opinion of the academic and profes-
sional training that geography teachers should have:
The geography teacher should be trained
for the Job, possessing both special
training in geography and a rich back-
ground in related fields..,.
Besides courses in geography equal to
those normally required of teachers of
history, the best geography teacher
will have a good grounding in related
social and physical sciences,
3
M, H. Shearer, in his article, "Air-Age Physical
Geography in Our Secondary Schools,” gives his opinions
1Richard J. Russell, "Post-War Geography." Journal of
Geography
, November 1945, P. 312.
^Alden Cutshall, "Worth-While High School Geography,"
Journal of Geography
,
September 1944, P. 228.
5
J. R. Whitaker, "Design for High School Geography,"
Journal of Geography
,
November 1944, P. 295,
f.
i
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concerning the need for proper training of geography-
teachers :
Assuming that more emphasis will be
placed on the teaching of geography in
our secondary schools, it is imperative
that our school administrators secure
teachers who have had proper training.
Such training should include college
work in physical and economic geography,
meteorology, climate, general geology,
or geomorphology, the geography of each
continent, the conservation of natural
resources, and a course in general
aeronautics,!
White and Williams urge long and intensive study on
the part of the geography teacher:
For geography to contribute its fullest
to the well-balanced curriculum, it
must be taught well. This means that
the teacher must have been trained in
geography. Too often, teachers trained
in science or history are teaching geo-
graphy. It is highly unfortunate for
such persons to do so for they are un-
able to think geographically and do not
understand the point of view or the
philosophy,,..
No one can pick up his geography on the
fly. Geographic concepts, and even the
mere content of geographic knowledge
can only be attained by long and inten-
sive study. The unprepared teachers
will stress facts rather than ideas,
2
On the subject of the training of geography teachers.
^M. H, Shearer, "Air-Age Physical Geography in Our
Secondary Schools, Journal of Geography
,
September 1944,
P. 215,
^C. Langdon White and Joseph E. Williams, "Will Geo-
graphy Be a Core Subject in the Post-War Secondary School
Curriculum?" Journal of Geography, January 1945, P, 15,
cc
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Parnell W. Pickelslmer has the following to say:
The instruction In geography should be
passed on to more men and women who can
reasonably be described as experts both
in content and the art of teaching.
Only a teacher trained in geography can
give a student geographic appreciation
and only geography itself can train the
student in geography. 1
C. C. Barnes advocates thorough training for all
teachers of geography:
It is essential that the teachers of
geography know the materials through
which they try to accomplish their
purpose (to help young people to
understand the world in which they
live) and have the special skill needed
to present the materials effectively..*.
Poorly trained teachers and resulting
\ bad teaching leads to student dislike
for any subject. This is particularly
true in the case of geography. 2
In a foreword of the January 1947 Issue of the Journal
of Geography, Richard Elwood Dodge states:
There are too few teachers really qualified
to teach geography as a meaningful subject.
One cannot teach well that which he does
not know well, however well founded In
educational philosophy and teaching methods.
Alfred H. Meyer, in his article, “Geographic Regionalism
of World Problems, 1’ suggests some solutions to the problem
of teaching geography In the high school:
^Parnell W. Pickelslmer, “Lessons in Geography,”
Journal of Geography
,
January 1946, P. 34.
2C. C. Barnes, “Fifteen Years of High School Geography.”
I Journal of Geography , September 1946, P. 220.
..
:
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We must obviously Introduce regional
courses In the four year high school
taught by teachers trained and
licensed to teach geography, with
the same qualifications as is ex-
pected of teachers of other standard
disciplines.^-
Harold 0. Lathrop urges that teachers of geography be
thoroughly trained:
The necessity for thoroughly trained
geography teachers cannot be over-
emphasized. In the new curriculum,
more than in the old, the choice of
what it oug^it to be is determined by
the teacher. The teacher may give
more emphasis to geography or may
almost omit it altogether. Therefore,
train geography teachers.^
Katheryne Thomas Whittemore, in her article, “Geography
\ in the New York State Social Studies Program,” deplores the
lack of geography in the training of most high schools
teachers of history or social studies:
This lack of geographic training will,
without question, be reflected not
only in the units prepared by local
committees, but also in classroom
instruction*
It is clear that if we wish to see
geography retain its Importance in the
elementary school and gain ground in
the secondary school, we must work
toward better preparation of teachers
in geography.
3
^Alfred H. Meyer, “Geographic Regionalism of World
Problems.” Journal of Geography
,
February 1943, P. 71.
^Harold 0. Lathrop, The Place of Geography in the Five
Areas of Knowledge of the New Illinois Curriculum, 1* Journal
of Geography
,
May 1942, P. 192.
^
^Katheryne T. Whittemore, “Geography in the New York Stats
* Social Studies Program," Journal of Geography
,
May 1942,P.195.
V
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Hoyt L. Lemons blames poor teaching as the reason for
student dislike of geography; he believes that geography,
to be effective, must be taught In a manner which involves
pupil interpretation and arouses interest and that this
skill is acquired only by those teachers thoroughly trained
in geography. He advocates that administrators must per-
sonally assume responsibility for correct geographic back-
ground on the part of teachers if effective and interesting
teaching by the geography teacher is desired.
Institutions and departments of education have
a definite responsibility for requiring
geography of prospective teachers and especially
those in the social sciences. Some departments
of education require courses in Elements of
Geography and World Regional Geography of all
students. Others have yet to require any. 1
Minnie Lemaire Justifies the teaching of geography
when it is taught by a well trained teacher:
Geography possesses unlimited potential
value. When well taught by well prepared
teachers who enthusiastically accept the
principles and tenets of geography, re-
markable results of life-long endurance
and profit are attained.
2
Recognizing the need for geographic training in the
schools, and the need for trained geography teachers, this
study is concerned with the present status of geography
in the twenty-two state teachers colleges and state normal
^Hoyt L. Lemons, “The Role of Geography in Post-War
Education,” Education
,
January 1945, P. 286.
^Minnie Lemaire, HA Universal Subject - Geography For
The Secondary School,” School, Science, and Mathematics,
April 1946, P. 338.

schools of New England.
An attempt will be made to discover what opportunities
are available in these twenty-two institutions for those
men and women who desire to become teachers of geography on
either the elementary or secondary level*
Information from each institution will be sought con-
cerning the following topics:
1* The geography courses and credit hours in
geography prescribed in the elementary curriculum and
secondary curriculum as well as the geography courses that
can be elected by those students desiring to elect geography
courses.
2. Whether or not a method course in the teaching
of geography is offered.
3. Whether or not a separate department of geo-
graphy is available.
4. If no separate department of geography is
available, which department does offer geography?
5. Whether or not the students can major or minor
in the teaching of geography.
6. Whether or not the students can elect to teach
geography in Student Teaching.
7. The geography courses which are offered during
the summer session.
8. The number of geography teachers on the staff,
whether or not they were trained for the teaching of geo-
r
graphy
,
and the degrees which they hold.
9. Whether or not the institutions are planning
in the geography curriculum.any changes
, ; ,
*
(
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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RESEARCH IN -THE GEOGRAPHY PHASE
OF TEACHER EDUCATION
There has been considerable research pertaining to the
subject of geography itself and to the proper methodology
to be used In the teaching of geography in the elementary
and secondary schools.
This chapter will not concern itself with either of
the above mentioned phases of geography. However, a review
will be made of the research already conducted pertaining
to the qualifications of geography teachers already engaged
in the teaching of geography in the various elementary and
secondary schools of the United States and also of the
research that has been conducted pertaining to the status
of geography training offered in the colleges, universities,
and other teacher-training institutions of the United States
C, C, Barnes, in an article in The Journal of Geography
discusses the qualifications of the geography teachers in
New York City, Detroit, and Texas:
1. Only about one -fourth of the geography
teachers of New York City have been
licensed to teach that subject.
2. Only a small fraction of those teaching
high school geography in Texas had had
courses in geography in college.
.<
.
.
3. In Detroit... at the present time, about
one-half of the teachers who teach high
school geography have masters degrees
in geography.
4. The rest (of the Geography teachers in
Detroit) have an average of about 9 or
10 hours of college geography.
5. Altogether there are more than 30
teachers in 16 of Detroit's high schools
who teach from one to six classes in
geography.l
Mr. Barnes expresses the belief that it has been the
effective geography teaching on the part of thoroughly
trained geography teachers that has been responsible for the
popularity of geography in the Detroit schools for fifteen
years. He points out that all geography teachers in the city
of Detroit are social studies teachers and all are required
to be well grounded and thoroughly trained in geography,
history and contemporary social life and government, economics,
and sociology.
Paul F. Lawrence conducted a survey of the status of
geography in the secondary schools of New Jersey and from
the information gathered he constructed a chart illustrating
the professional and geographic preparation of the teachers
of geography in the New Jersey secondary schools. He made
the following conclusions as a result of his study:
1. Professionally the teachers are well pre-
pared for teaching but few are adequately
prepared to teach geography.
^•C. C. Barnes, "Fifteen Years of High School Geography.
Journal of Geography
,
September 1946, P. 220.
n
..
1
. ;
,
*
.
-
'
./
•
*
*
..... .
•
...
,
2. Most of the courses in college geography
for which teachers have credit are in
the fields of methods of teaching;
principles of geography; and economic
geography.
3. Only one teacher in this group (14 pri-
vate and parochial schools) had com-
pleted enough courses in college geo-
graphy to meet the minimum standards
set by the National Council of the
Teachers of Geography.
1
James Collier made a survey of the status of geography
in the high schools of Arkansas. In his report on this
survey, he reveals that the average geography teacher of
high school geography in Arkansas has not received adequate
preparation for his teaching position. He points out that
the colleges of Arkansas do not offer enough courses in
geography to allow teachers to receive the geography
training that is necessary to make them expert geography
teachers:
1. The average teacher of geography has
slightly less than the A.B. degree,
seven and one -half years of experience
as a teacher, and five semester hours
in geography.
2. More than one -half of the teachers of
geography have had no college training
in spography.
3. Approximately fourteen per cent have
had as much as twelve semester hours -
the bare minimum for a minor in the
subject.
^Paul F. Lawrence, wGeography in New Jersey Secondary
Schools. ,J Journal of Geography
,
January 1947, P. 26-7.
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4. Not more than 30 of the 162 teachers
concerning whom data were obtained
are adequately trained to teach
geography.
5. Most of the teachers of geography ... are
trained in Arkansas colleges. . .only one
college (possibly two) offers oppor-
tunity for more than a minor in geo-
graphy. Several offer only a single course.
6. In Missouri, the average experience is
approximately the same, but the average
number of college hours in geography
per teacher is fourteen, and only three
teachers have had no training in geo-
graphy at all.
7. In Texas, 53 of 200 teachers had no work
in geography.
i
Odell and White conducted a survey of the status of
geography in the high schools of Missouri and had the
following to say concerning the training of geography
teachers in the high schools of Missouri:
1. The average number of college hours taken
in geography by the 114 teachers was 13.757.
2. Three cases were found where geography
teachers have had no college geography
whatever.
3. Four teachers have had some training in
geography but less than the 5 hours of
geography required by the Missouri
Department of Education for teachers of
geography.
4. Seventy-three teachers have more than 5
hours of geography but less than the 15
hours required for a minor in geography
by the School of Education at the
University of Missouri.
1James Collier, "Geography in the High Schools of
Arkansas." Journal of Geography
,
April 1943, P. 141-4.
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5, Twenty-three teachers have more than 15
hours In geography but less than the 24
hours required for a major In geography
by the School of Education at the
University of Missouri,
6. Ten teachers reporting have more than
the 24 hours required for a major in
geography,
1
Floyd F. Cunningham made a study of the status of
geography in teacher-training institutions of the United
States in an effort to determine the number and type of
geography courses that were required and elective in the
various teacher-training institutions of the United States.
Mr. Cunningham limited his study to those Institutions
above the high school level whose major emphasis was upon
the training of teachers and the study excluded universities
and colleges of liberal arts, even though they had depart-
ments of education and even though they may have offered
courses in geography.
Seventy-five per cent of the questionnaires which were
sent out to the institutions being studied were returned.
In reporting the results of this study, Mr. Cunningham
states the following:
1. The methods courses.
.
.constitute a little
more than fourteen per cent of the total
number of courses offered by all
institutions.
^•Clarence Burt Odell and Leslie Wood White, “The
Status of Geography in the High Schools of Missouri, 15
Journal of Geography
,
February 1942, P. 48.
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2. In a few Institutions, most frequently in
the one-year or two-year normal schools,
method courses only are offered. In most
schools, however, either one or two con-
tent courses are prerequisite to method
courses. Many teacher training institu-
tions offer no method courses in geo-
graphy, apparently assuming that the
students obtain sufficient methods in
either the general educational courses
in methods or in the professionalized
content courses.
3. Ninety-two per cent of the institutions
offer M Fundamentals in Geography. 0
4. Seventy-two per cent of the institutions
offer ’’Economic Geography”; a few offer
two courses in this subject.
5. The various continental courses occupy
a significant place in the geography
curricula of most teacher-training
institutions
6. Field courses in geography are being
added very rapidly to the curricula of
the teacher-training institutions.
7. A few teachers colleges are offering
graduate work in geography beyond the
regular four years of work.
8. The majority of geography courses
offered in the teacher-training
institutions are elective.
9. Sixty-one per cent of the teacher-
training Institutions maintain
separate departments of geography.
10. In thirteen per cent of the institu-
tions, geography is taught in the
science department.
11. Nine per cent of the institutions
reporting state that geography is
taught in the social science
department.
iX
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12 . Six per cent reporting did not state
in what department the geography
courses were taught
13. The remainder of the institutions re-
port geography taught in various
departments; namely, geography and
geology, natural science, economics
and geography, geology, science and
mathematics, education, agriculture,
and history.
George J. Miller was chairman of the subcommittee
appointed to study the education of geography teachers in
the United States and to recommend a teacher-training pro-
gram for teachers of geography in the elementary and high
schools, for teachers in service, for geographic supervision
and for geography positions in teachers colleges. The sub-
committee sent out reports to all of the teacher-training
institutions in the United States and another questionnaire
was sent out to more than 2800 teachers of geography in the
various states of the country. The following information
was obtained and reported in the report of the subcommittee;
1. Students entering the teachers colleges
of the country have had almost no geo-
graphy since they were children in the
grade s
.
2. Great numbers of elementary-school and
high-school teachers, supervisors, and
administrators now at work in the schools
have had little or no training in geo-
graphy beyond what they received as
children in the grades.
Floyd F. Cunningham, "The Present Status of Geography in
Teacher-Training Institutions." National Society for the
Study of Education. Thirty-Second Yearbook, 1933. The
Teaching of Geography
,
P. 546-51.
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3. Little or no geography is required in
teachers colleges.
4. Many teachers in teachers colleges have
had inadequate training in geography.
5. It is necessary to provide a basic
curriculum that may be pursued by most
students in either the two-year or the
four-year curricula, so arranged that
the work will be continuously progres-
sive and all on a college level, and
that will entail a minimum of credit
loss if a student changes from one
curriculum to another.!
The subcommittee also sent a questionnaire to 170
different school systems in an effort to determine the
status of geography training of geography teachers in
elementary and Junior high schools and to obtain recom-
mendations from different school systems concerning the
Improvement of the teaching of geography:
1. That superintendents be urged to require of
teachers who are teaching geography in
their regular grade work, as a minimum of
college preparation in geography, the
equivalent of an Introductory course, a
regional course, and a course in technique
- the three courses totalling not less than
180 clock hours of work In geography.
2. That a minimum of preparation for those who
are teaching geography as department work
(this includes those who teach it as a part
of social science course) be 270 clock
hours, with the constants as previously
listed; and that where departmental teachers
are four-year college graduates, they be
those who have taken a major or minor in
geography.
^George J. Miller, “The Training of Geography Teachers.
National Society for the Study of Education. ThlrtySecond
Yearbook, 1933. The Teaching of Geography
,
P. 363-383.
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3. That in normal -training high schools
preparing teachers to work in rural schools,
where geography is always one of the sub-
jects taught, the geography offered be
taught by a teacher who has had at least
the minimum training in subjects sug-
gested in 1.
4. That courses of study in geography for the
elementary and the Junior high schools be
set up by persons who are versed both in
curriculum-making and in geography. 1
Rafael Pico conducted a study concerning the rise of
modern geography under the influence of William Morris Davis
and Ellen Churchill Semple, early college geography, college
geography during the twentieth century, graduate geography
and progress in ideas and techniques. In his report con-
cerning this study, Mr. Pico discusses geography Instruction
in teachers colleges and normal schools:
1. During the present century, colleges and
normal schools have shown an increasing
interest in geography...
2. It was obvious that geography, although
deficiently taught, was an Important
part of the curriculum of the elementary
and successive levels. The growth of
efficient geography instruction in teachers
colleges and normal schools was absolutely
necessary to raise the level of geography
in the public schools. 2
In 1943, the Misses Bellotti, Wirlck, and Menk made a
study similar to the 1933 study of Floyd F. Cunningham
^George J. Miller, op. cit., P. 363-383.
2Rafael Pico, nGeography in American Universities, M
Journal of Geography
,
November 1941, P. 293-4.

for the purpose of making a comparison with the original
study.
The Misses Bellottl, Wlrick, and Menk sent out
questionnaires to 180 college Departments of Geography. The
questionnaires were similar in nature to the ones sent out
by Mr. Cunningham in his earlier study; approximately seventy-
one per cent of the questionnaires were returned and answered
satisfactorily. The findings of this survey are summarized
below:
1. There has been a decrease in the number of
methods courses now taught, with the exception
of methods in high schools where there has
been a slight gain.
2. Today, methods courses comprise about nine
per cent of the total number of courses
offered by all Institutions as compared to
a little over fifteen per cent in 1933.
3. Today, none of the schools investigated
teach only methods courses.
4. Some teacher-education institutions offer
no methods courses.
5. Principles of Geography or Fundamentals
of Geography was found to be the most
commonly offered course in geography...
There was a seven per cent decrease
in the number of schools offering this
course in 1943 as compared to those
offering it in 1933.
6. The percentage of schools offering Economic
Geography in 1943 was about seventy-three
per cent, approximately the same as in 1933.
7. In the earlier study, continental courses
comprised thirty-one per cent of all
courses reported; at the present time
about forty-two per cent deal with courses
bearing names of continents.
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8. Increased Interest is being shown in the
following courses: Geography of the Home
State, Regional Geography, Conservation,
Meteorology, Weather and Climate, and
Political Geography.
9. Courses in geography offered in teacher-
education institutions are still largely
elective. Not more than one-third of the
courses presented there are required for
graduation.
10. Methods in Geography is now required by
approximately thirty-four per cent of the
schools as compared with seventy-five
per cent earlier.
11. Forty-one per cent of the schools have
students majoring and minoring In geography.
12. Separate departments of geography are main-
tained by forty-eight per cent of the
teacher-education institutions; a decrease
of thirteen per cent since 1933.
13. The other institutions teach geography in
the Science, Social Science or Geology
Departments. A few schools include geo-
graphy In the Education Department.!
The second report of the Committee on Standards of
Certification for the Teaching of Geography In High Schools
is concerned with the status of American college geography
and is based on a survey of the American college geography
situation from July 22, 1944 to February 14, 1945.
According to the committee, the purpose of this professional
paper was:
To present certain definite recommendations which
will serve as a guide in developing a sound college
lHelen Bello tti, Betty C. Wirick, Elizabeth Menk,
"Changes in the Geography Taught in Teacher-Education
Institutions. 11 Journal of Geography
,
September 1945, P. 247-50.
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geography program wherein secondary school
teachers can be trained.
^
Thls committee sent a questionnaire to college regis-
trars of 850 liberal arts colleges, teacher training
Institutions, and universities throughout the United States;
653 institutions or seventy-seven per cent of the institu-
tions have completed and returned these questionnaires.
The committee was interested in discovering the per-
centage of colleges in the United States in which a student
could qualify for a college Subject-matter major or teaching
major, or for graduate work. The following information was
compiled as a result of the study:
1. 105 institutions, or over 16 per cent of
the Institutions replying did not offer
as much as a single course in geography.
2. 126 Institutions offer only one course in
geography,
3. 188 institutions offer from two to four
courses.
4. There are over 400 institutions which are not
prepared to meet normal requirements for a
geography college minor, or teaching geography
minor of 15 semester hours.
5. Only in about one-third of our colleges (219)
would it be possible to get 5-9 courses in
geography.
6. There would be only 137 colleges or about 20
per cent, in which 10 - 14 courses in college
geography would be offered.
^The National Council of Geography Teachers. HCollege
Geography and Its Relation to Teacher Training in Secondary
School Geography.” Professional Paper No . 7, March 1946,
P . 3
.
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7. There are 39 institutions which reported
from 15-19 courses, 16 with 20-24
courses, and 17 with 25 courses or more.^
Concerning the st©.tus of a methods course in geography
for the secondary school, the Committee on Standards of
Certification report the following information:
1. Only 66 out of 653 colleges and universities
responding state that a course was given in
The Teaching of Geography for the Secondary
School.
2. The reporting institutions from 18 states
show that no such course is offered.
3. In less than half of the states (22), only
one or two institutions in each state offer
such training.
2
The report of the Committee on Standards of Certifica-
tion also concerns itself with the following phases of
collegiate geography, each of which is summarized below:
the departmental organization of college geography, pros-
pective changes in college geography instruction and
organization, and recommendations for organizing and develop
ing a sound college geography program:
1. Only about fourteen per cent of the colleges
offer geography in a separately organized
and administered department under the single
title of geography.
2. Geography in association with other subjects
forming one department was reported from 99
of the 653 institutions returning the
questionnaire.
^-Professional Paper No . 7, op. cit
. ,
P.9 - 11.
2Ibld.
,
P. 12-13.
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3. Geography is offered In departments of many
Institutions in which the word " geography H
does not appear in the departmental title.
a. The most common occurrence of geography
offering under this extra-geography
arrangement is a single geography
course offering.
b. The course typically is Economic Geography,
taught by the Department of Economics,
Commerce, or Business Administration.
c. The next highest ranking non-geography
department offering a geography course
or courses is listed as the Social
Science Department.
d. Next in order of importance is the
Education Department stressing geography
courses largely in elementary school
education.
4. Reported contemplated changes for the future:
a. Initial courses
b. Expansion of present offerings
c. New departments and personnel
d. New laboratory and field study facilities
e. Improvement of geographic instruction
f. New geography programs in the discussion
stage.
5. The greatest immediate need is the introduction
into the numerous colleges now without geo-
graphic instruction of a minimum geography
curriculum of twelve semester hours, the
minimum basic course preparation recommended
in the Geography Master Standards Pattern for
high school geography teachers.
6. A teaching geography minor and major, which
would include professional courses in the
Teaching of Geography, is recommended for both
elementary and secondary school levels.
7. Also recommended - a school geography minor
and major so organized that many students in
the social sciences and natural sciences will
want to select geography for their M second
minor" or "second major."

36
8. Wherever possible
,
geography major and
research programs should be developed
with specialization in one branch of
geography or another professionally
suited to positions to which they
(students) aspire. 1
‘
Professional Paper No . 7, op. cit. P. 14 - 34.
(*
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CHAPTER III
PROCEDURE OF GATHERING- DATA
In conducting this study of the status of geography in
the state teachers colleges and state normal schools of New
England, a list of all of the state controlled teachers
colleges and normal schools in Connecticut, Maine, Massa-
chusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont was
obtained from the United States Educational Directory, 1
At first it was decided to attempt this study by means
of a scientific analysis of the curriculum and other infor-
mation given in the catalogues issued by each of the
institutions under consideration.
An attempt was made to refer to these catalogues by a
visit to the Teachers® Room of the Main Branch of the Boston
Public Library. However, only a few of the desired cata-
logues of the institutions being studied were available and
several of these catalogues were dated several years in the
past.
It was then decided to write to each of the institutions
under consideration and request that one of its latest
catalogues be forwarded. Twenty-two post cards were sent out
requesting these catalogues. Only fourteen replies were
1Unlted States Office of Education. United States
Educational Directory
,
1946-7.
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received, and of these fourteen replies, three were letters
stating that no catalogues were available at that particular
time.
An attempt wa3 then made to obtain the missing cata-
logues by a visit to the Massachusetts Department of Education
but the visit was unsuccessful and no additional catalogues
were obtained.
A guide list of the information that was desired from
each catalogue was prepared and a study was made of each
catalogue that had been received. This study revealed that
it would be impossible to obtain the particular information
desired concerning each institution.
It was then decided to compose a questionnaire con-
cerning the information desired and send this questionnaire
to each institution being studied. The questionnaire was
composed and twenty-two copies were sent out to the
Geography Department (or Registrar) of each of the insti-
tutions being surveyed. Each institution receiving the
questionnaire was requested to complete and return the
questionnaire in the stamped self-addressed enveloped that
had been enclosed for that purpose.
Fifteen questionnaires, or sixty-eight per cent of the
questionnaires sent out, were completed and returned within
three weeks.
Another list was made up containing the name of each
**
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Institution that had not returned the questionnaire. The
United States Educational Directory of 1946-7 wa3 referred
to again and a check was made in regards to the location or
address of each institution. It was thought that perhaps
the original address had been copied incorrectly. However,
it was discovered that the original information obtained
was correct and that the questionnaires had been sent to
the proper destination.
The names of one of the geography teachers in one of
these institutions was obtained from a personal acquaintance
who had attended that institution last year and a question-
naire was sent directly to that individual.
An examination of the correspondence received in
answer to the original request for college catalogues
revealed that two members of the administrative staffs had
indicated a willingness “to be of future assistance.”
Questionnaires were sent directly to both of these individuals.
Another questionnaire was then sent to the Registrar
(or Geography Department) of each of the remaining insti-
tutions from which no questionnaire had been returned.
The three questionnaires which had been sent to
specific individuals were all completed and returned and
two other questionnaires were completed and returned. Thus,
twenty institutions out of twenty-two, or ninety per cent
of the institutions replied. This compared favorably with
,.
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the percentage of replies received in the previously
mentioned studies: the Floyd F. Cunningham study, seventy-
five per cent; the Bellotti, Wlrick, and Menk study,
seventy-one per cent; and the study conducted by the
Committee on Standards of Certification of the National
Council of Geography Teachers, seventy-seven per cent.
In gathering the data to be used in Chapters I and II,
a considerable number of reference sources were consulted
in an effort to find data relating to the subject of this
study.
The Bulletins of the National Association of Business
Teacher Training Institutions, the Journal of Educational
Research, and the Educational Index for the past ten years
were all used to obtain data concerning the various studies
in geography.
The following publications were used in gathering the
material necessary for Chapters I and II
:
The Journal of Geography
Education
School, Science, and Mathematics
Nature
Social Education
Harpers
Publications of the National Society for the
Study of Education.

Publications of the National Council of
Geography Teachers
A thesis on w Hi$i School Geography in
Massachusetts," Boston University School
of Education, Boston, Massachusetts
Books relating to the teaching of geography
The Dictionary of Education
The specific names of ail articles and publications
referred to in the sources mentioned above are all listed
in the bibliography at the end of this study.
In presenting the information In Chapter IV, the
findings of the study, each question on the questionnaire
sent to the twenty institutions was taken separately and
the responses of each of the twenty institutions were then
recorded, tables were compiled, and the results were
analyzed and discussed. The city or town in which each of
the institutions is located is stated and the information
concerning the institution is then given beside the location
of the institution.
Whenever course credits have been reported on the
questionnaire in terms of quarter hours or term hours, they
have been converted arithmetically into semester hours,
A copy of the request for college catalogues which was
sent to each of the twenty-two institutions has been
included in the Appendix of this study,
A list of the tvrenty-two state teachers colleges and
state normal schools in New England is also included in
c'
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the Appendix.
A copy of the questionnaire which was sent to each
of the twenty-two institutions has been presented on Page
43 of this study.
Finally, a summary of the entire study was made and
this summary is presented in Chapter V*

QUESTIONNAIRE USED IN STUDY
I am preparing a graduate thesis in the field of geography and
should appreciate your completing the questionnaire below and returning
it to me at your earliest convenience.
1.
List the geography courses offered by your school:
Semester
Name of Course Hours
Check appropriate colums
Pre s crib'e'd! Elementary
Curriculum
Tre scr
.
~3cndry
Curriculum
Elective
in either
2. Do you offer a methods course in the teaching of geography?
3. Do you have a separate Department of Geography?
_______________
4. If not, which department offers geography?
_______________________
5. Can students major in the teaching of geography?
_________________
6. Can students minor in the teaching of geography?
_____________
7. Can students elect Student Teaching in geography?
_________
8. List the courses in geography which are offered during summer:
9. How many geography teachers do you have on your staff?
_________
10. How many geography teachers on your staff have been trained
for the teaching of geography?
11. What degrees are held by the geography teachers on your staff?
12.
Are you planning any changes in your present geography curriculum?

CHAPTER IV
FINDINGS
The primary objective of this study ie to determine the
status of geography in the state teachers colleges and state
normal schools in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New
Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
The Information presented in this chapter was obtained
from questionnaires which were sent out to the Geography
Department (or Registrar) of each of the twenty-two state
controlled teacher-training Institutions in New England.
Twenty institutions, or ninety per cent of those which were
sent questionnaires, completed and returned the question-
naires. The number of institutions in each state to which
questionnaires were sent and the number of institutions in
each state which returned the questionnaires are both
Indicated on the map on the following page.
GEOGRAPHY COURSES PRESCRIBED
IN THE ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM
In presenting the information concerning the number of
geography courses prescribed in the elementary curriculum
of the various institutions being studied, the city or town
in which the institution is located is stated and then the
«•
,
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geography courses which are prescribed in the elementary
curriculum are stated together with the number of semester
hours credit allocated to each course. This procedure is
followed in the presentation of information throughout this
chapter. A complete list of the names and locations of the
state teachers colleges and normal schools studied is given
in the Appendix of this thesis.
Whenever course credits have been reported on the
questionnaire in terms of quarter hours or term hours, they
have been converted arithmetically into semester hours.
Danbury
New Britain
New Haven
Willimantlc
Fort Kent
Gorham
Machias
Bridgewater
Fitchburg
Principles of Human Geography 3
Principles of Human Geography 2 2/3
Regional Geography 2 2/3
Principles of Human Geography 3
Regional Geography 3
Principles of Human Geography 2 2/3
Economic and Regional Geography 2 2/3
Elements of Geography 3
General Geography 3
Geography 6
Fundamentals of Economic Geography 6
Regional Geography of North
America and Europe
Principles of Human Geography
Regional Geography
4 1/2
3
3
'„
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Framingham Principles of Geography 3
Geography of North America 3
Geography of Latin America
(mostly South America) 3
Lowell Principles of Geography 6
Economic Geography 4
North Adams Physical Geography 3
Economic Geography 3
Salem Principles of Geography 6
Regional Geography 4
Westfield Principles of Geography 6
World Geography 4
Regional Geography of South
America 2
Keene Fundamentals of Geography 3
North America 3
Europe 3
South America 3
Plymouth Human Geography 6
Commercial Geography 3
Providence Principles of Geography 4
Castleton Introduction to Social Studies 3
(includes Principles of
Geography)
Regional Geography 3
Johnson Principles of Geography 3
Lyndon Center Principles of Geography 3
-ff
The information presented above has been tabulated and
presented in Tables I, II, and III*
Table I illustrates the number of semester hours in
geography that are prescribed in the elementary curriculum
of the various institutions that are being studied.
It i3 noted that two institutions
,
or ten per cent of
the total number of institutions replying, prescribe twelve
semester hours of geography of all students preparing
to be elementary teachers; three institutions, or fifteen
per cent of those replying, require ten or ten and one-half
hours of geography; two institutions, or ten per cent of
those replying, require nine semester hours of geography;
five institutions, or twenty-five per cent of those replying,
require six semester hours of geography; two Institutions,
or ten per cent of those replying, require five and one-
third semester hours (or eight quarter hours) of geography;
one institution, or five per cent of those replying, requires
four semester hours of geography; and five institutions, or
twenty-five per cent of those replying, require three
semester hours of geography.
Sixty per cent of the institutions replying indicate
that six semester hours or more of geography are required
in the elementary curriculum. There are no institutions
which prescribe less than three semester hours in geography.
Table II illustrates the number of geography courses
'•
•
'
.
;• :
*
.
(
t
’
49
TABLE I
Tig NUMBER OF SEMESTER HOURS IN GEOGRAPHY
PRESCRIBED IN THE ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM
NO, OF
semesTerHours
12
10 1/2
10
9
6
5 1/3
4
3
NO, OF
INSTITUTIONS
2
1
2
2
5
2
1
5
PER CENT OF
10
5
10
10
25
10
5
25
'•
prescribed in the elementary curriculum of the institutions
being studied.
One institution, or five per cent of all the institu-
tions returning the questionnaire, prescribes four geography
courses; two institutions, or ten per cent of those replying,
prescribe three geography courses; ten institutions, or
fifty per cent of those replying, prescribe two geograohy
courses; seven Institutions, or thirty-five per cent of those
replying, require one geography course.
Fifteen per cent of the Institutions prescribe three or
four geography courses and sixty-five per cent of the
institutions prescribe more than one geography course.
Table III illustrates the names of the geography courses
prescribed in the elementary curriculum of the twenty
Institutions returning the questionnaire.
The most commonly prescribed course Is an introductory
course in geography which is prescribed in twelve or sixty
per cent of the Institutions being studied and which is
offered under a variety of names: Principles of Geography in
eight institutions; Fundamentals of Geography, General
Geography, Geography, and Elements of Geography are each
offered in one institution.
The next most commonly prescribed course is Principles
of Human Geography and this Is prescribed in six or thirty
per cent of the institutions.
Regional Geography is the third most commonly prescribed
*,
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TABLE II
THE NUMBER OF GEOGRAPHY COURSES PRESCRIBED
IN THE ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM
NO, OF
geography Curses
NO, OF
INSTITUTIONS
PER CENT OF
TNStTTUTiTSTs
4 1 5
3 2 10
2 10 50
1 7 35
0 0 0
•23?tex
Library

TABLE III
THE GEOGRAPHY COURSES PRESCRIBED
IN THE ELEMENTARY CURRICULUM
NAME OF PER CENT OF
GEOGTSrariTOURSE FREQUENCY INSTITUTIONS
Principles of Geography 12 60
Principles of Human Geography 6 30
Regional Geography 5 25
Economic Geography 4 20
North America 2 10
South America 2 10
Economic and Regional
Geography 1 5
Regional Geography of
North America and
Europe 1 5
Latin America 1 5
(mostly South America)
•
Physical Geography 1 5
World Geography 1 5
Europe 1 5
— ,V»U ....
_
in five or twenty-five per cent of the institutions.
Economic Geography is the fourth most commonly prescribed
course and is offered under that name in two institutions;
onoe under Fundamentals of Economic Geography and once under
Commercial Geography. It is prescribed in four or twenty
per cent of the institutions.
There are seven courses prescribed which consist of the
geography of a specific continent or continents: two of
North America; two of South America; one of Latin America
(mostly South America); one of Europe; and one of North
America and Europe.
THE GEOGRAPHY COURSES PRESCRIBED
IN THE SECONDARY CURRICULUM
Danbury None
New Britain Principles of Human Geography 2 2/3
(required of Social Science
majors)
Economic Geography 2 2/3
(required of Business
Education majors)
New Haven Principles of Human Geography 3
Regional Geography 3
Wlllimantic None
Fort Kent None
Gorham None
GeographyMachias 6
Ai
%
\
Fundamentals of Economic Geography 6Bridgewater
^Regional Geography of North
America, Europe and Asia 6
^Political Geography 3
*Asla 1 1/2
**Meteorology and Climatology 4 l/2
***Geology 4 l/2
Fitchburg Principles of Human Geography 3
Regional Geography 3
Framingham
Lowell
North Adams
Salem
Westfield
Keene
None
None
None
Economic Geography 6
Principles of Geography 6
(required for Junior High
curri culum
)
Continental Geography 4
(required for Junior High
curriculum)
Economic Geography 4
(required for Junior High
curriculum)
Regional Geography of Asia 4
(required for Junior High
curri culum)
Fundamentals of Geography (urged) 3
Economic Geography 6
* Required of Geography majors and Social Studies majors
** Required of Geography majors and elective for Science and
Social Studies majors
^Required for Geography majors and elective for Science
majors
'f*
Plymouth Human Geography
Commercial Geography
Providence Principles of Geography
6
6
4
Castleton None
Johnson None
Lyndon Center None
Only ten, or fifty per cent of the twenty institutions
replying. Indicated that they prescribed geography courses
in the secondary curriculum. This small percentage of the
total number of institutions is due to the many institutions
among those being studied that specialize in the preparation
of elementary teachers and offer no training for those
wishing to become teachers on the secondary level.
The information presented above has also been tabulated
and presented in Tables IV, V, and VI.
It was difficult to tabulate this Information as many
of the institutions prescribed geography courses that vary
according to the major of the particular students Involved.
Some geography courses are required only of geography majors;
some geography courses are required only of business
education majors; and some geography courses are required
only of social studies and social science majors. Many of
the Institutions indicated that some of the courses were
required in the junior high curriculum. These variations
have all been noted in the presentation above.

It is noted that the State Teachers College, Bridgewater
,
Massachuset ts, prescribes twenty-five and one-half semester
hours of geography* In this institution, those students
whose major is geography are required to take twenty-five and
one half hours of geography. Those students whose major is
social studies are required to take sixteen and one half
hours of geography, although they are allowed to elect the
remaining nine hours of geography if they so desire. All
students preparing to be teachers on the secondary level are
required to take six semester hours of geography at this
institution.
The State Teachers College, Salem, Massachusetts,
indicated that six semester hours of geography are prescribed
of Business Education majors and ten semester hours of
geography are prescribed for those planning to teach on the
Junior high level.
The Teachers College of Connecticut, New Britain,
Connecticut, requires two and two-thirds semester hours
(or four quarter hours) in Principles of Human Geography of
its social science majors and the equivalent amount of hours
in Economic Geography of its business education majors.
Table IV indicates the number of semester hours in
geography that are prescribed in the secondary curriculum
of the Institutions being studied.
It is noted that thirty per cent of the institutions
which offer a secondary curriculum require t?/elve hours

or more of geography; fifty per cent require from six to
nine hours of geography; twenty per cent require four or five
and one third hours of geography. None of the institutions
which do train secondary teachers require lees than four
hours of geography.
Table V Indicates the number of geography courses
prescribed in the secondary curriculum.
Of the ten institutions affording training in geography
in this category, one, or ten per cent of the Institutions,
prescribes six geography courses; one, or ten per cent of
the institutions, prescribes three geography courses; six,
or sixty per cent of the Institutions, prescribe two geography
courses; and two institutions, or twenty per cent of the
Institutions, prescribe one geography course.
Table VT indicates the names of the geography courses
that are prescribed in the institutions offering a secondary
curriculum*
The most commonly prescribed course in the secondary
curriculum is Economic Geography, which is offered by six
institutions, or by sixty per cent of the institutions
which offer a secondary curriculum.
Principles of Human Geography and Principles of
Geography, (or the equivalent of the latter), are each
required by four institutions or by forty per cent of the
institutions. The above three courses are the only
r_
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TABLE IV
THE NUMBER OF SEMESTER HOURS IN GEOGRAPHY
PRESCRIBED IN TIE SECONDARY CURRICULUM
NO. OF
semesTer~5ours
25 1/2
16
12
9
8
6
5 1/3
4
NO. OF
INSTITUTIONS
1
1
1
1
1
3
1
1
PER CENT OF
INSTITUTETNs
10
10
10
10
10
30
10
10
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TABLE V
THE NUMBER OF GEOGRAPHY COURSES PRESCRIBED
IN THE SECONDARY CURRICULUM
NO, OF
geography Curses
6
3
2
1
NO, OF
INSTITUTIONS
1
1
6
2
PER CENT OF
TNStIWIiTHs
10
10
60
20
f*
f
e
TABLE VI
THE GEOGRAPHY COURSES PRESCRIBED
IN THE SECONDARY CURRICULUM
NAME OF
geogTOCPEy’Tourse FREQUENCY
PER CENT OF
T^TTTOlSTTs
Economic Geography 6 60
Principles of Human Geography 4 40
Principles of Geography 4 40
Regional Geography 2 20
Asia 2 20
Regional Geography of North
America, Europe and Asia 1 10
Political Geography 1 10
Meteorology 1 10
Geology 1 10
Continental Geography 1 10
re
geography courses that are offered by four or more insti-
tutions*
THE ELECTIVE GEOGRAPHY COURSES IN THE ELEMENTARY
CURRICULUM AND IN THE SECONDARY CURRICULUM
In addition to the courses in geography which are
definitely prescribed for students in the elementary and
secondary curriculum of the various state teachers colleges
and state normal schools of New England, there are many
other geography courses which are often offered as electives
for those students who desire to major, minor, or specialize
in geography.
In order to get a better picture of the extent of the
geography courses in each of the institutions being studied,
a list of the institutions together with the total number of
geography courses that are available in each institution is
presented below. Those courses which may be elected by
students not already required to take them are starred below.
Thus, if the name of a course below is not starred, it may
be assumed that all students in the particular Institution
concerned are required to take that course. If the name of
the course is starred, then it may be assumed that the course
may be elected by any student in the Institution who is not
already required to take that particular course. For

example, in the Teachers College of Connecticut, New Britain,
Connecticut, Regional Geography is prescribed for all
students in the elementary curriculum but not for students
in the secondary curriculum. However, those students in the
secondary curriculum who desire to elect Regional Geography
are allowed to do so.
Danbury Principles of Human Geography 3
^Political Geography 3
New Britain Principles of Human Geography 2 2/3
^Regional Geography 2 2/3
^Economic Geography 2 2/3
#Geography of Europe 2 2/3
New Haven 'Principles of Human Geography 3
Regional Geography 3
#Geography of the Far East 3
Willimantic ^Principles of Human Geography 2 2/3
Economic and Regional Geography 2 2/3
*Histary and Geography of
Connecticut 2 2/3
*Earth Sciences 2 2/3
Fort Kent Elements of Geography 3
Gorham General Geography 3
^Europe 3
^orth America 3
*Latln America 3

*Asia 3
*Economic Geography 3
Machias Geography 6
Bridgewater Fundamentals of Economic Geography 6
^Regional Geography of North
America and Europe 4 1/2
*South America and Asia 4 1/2
Regional Geography North America,
Europe and Asia 4 1/2
Political Geography 3
Asia 1 1/2
^Meteorology and Climatology
#Geology 4 1/2
Fitchburg ' Principles of Human Geography 3
Regional Geography 3
^Physical Geography 3
'^Climates of the Continents 3
^Economic Geography 3
*Latin America 3
^Advanced Regional Geography 3
^Political Geography 3
Framingham Principles of Geography 3
Geography of North America 3
Geography of Latin America 3
^Geography of Eurasia 2
Lowell Principles of Geography 6
Economic Geography 4
.»
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North Adams
Salem
Westfield
Keene
Plymouth
Providence
Physical Geography
Economic Geography
Principles of Geography
^Regional Geography
^Continental Geography
^Economic Geography
^Principles of Geography
*World Geography
^Economic Geography
#Regional Geography of
South America
Regional Geography of Asia
^Fundamentals of Geography
*North America
^Europe
*South America
^Economic Geography
Human Geography
Commercial Geography
Principles of Geography
^Geography of Latin America
^Economic Geography
^Political Geography
*Human Geography
^Geography of North America
3
3
6
4
4
6
6
4
4
2
4
3
3
3
3
6
6
3
4
2
2
2
2
2
6
6
..
Castleton Introduction to Social Studies 3
(including Principles of
Geography)
Regional Geography 3
Johnson Principles of Geography 3
Lyndon Center Principles of Geography 3
^Global Geography 3
The information presented above has been tabulated and
is presented in Tables VII, VIII, and IX*
Table VII indicates the total number of semester hours
in geography that are offered by each of the twenty insti-
tutions returning the questionnaire.
A student attending the State Teachers College,
Bridgewater, Massachusetts, and planning to teach geography,
could take up to thirty-three semester hours of geography.
A student attending either the State Teachers College,
Fitchburg, Massachusetts, or the State Teachers College,
Salem, Massachusetts, could take up to twenty-four semester
hours of geography. The institutions offering the least
amount of geography are the State Normal School, Johnson,
Vermont and the Madawaska Training School, Fort Kent, Maine;
each of these institutions offer three hours of geography.
The latter institution is a three year institution which
trains bilingual teachers (French and English) for the state
of Maine.
Table VIII consists of a tabulation of the number of

TABLE VII
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF SEMESTER HOURS IN GEOGRAPHY
OFFERED BY EACH INSTITUTION
NO, OF
SEMEi3TEirHOURS NAME OF INSTITUTION
33 Bridgewater
24 Fitchburg
Salem
20 Westfield
18 Keene
Gorham
14 Providence
11 Framingham
10 2/3 New Britain
Willimant io
Lowell
9 Plymouth
New Haven
6 Lyndon Center
Castleton
North Adams
Maohias
Danbury
3 Fort Kent
Johnson
r
the number of semester hours of geography offered by the
twenty institutions being studied. One institution, or
five per cent of the total number of institutions, offers
thirty -three semester hours in geography. Two institutions,
or ten per cent, offer twenty-four hours of geography.
Seven institutions, or thirty -five per cent, offer more than
the twelve semester hours which is usually considered
adequate for a minor. Although thirteen, or sixty-five
per cent of the institutions offer less than twelve hours of
geography, eleven or fifty-five per cent of this group offer
from six semester hours to eleven semester hours in geography.
Only two institutions, or ten per cent, offer less than
six semester hours in geography. There are no state teachers
colleges or state normal schools in New England (that have
returned the questionnaire) that do not offer at least three
semester hours in geography.
Table IX indicates the relative frequency of the various
geography courses offered by the twenty institutions studied.
Twelve institutions, or sixty per cent of the total
number of institutions, offer an introductory course in
geography. Eight institutions offer this course as
Principles of Geography; Fundamentals of Geography, Elements
of Geography, General Geography, and Geography are each
offered by one Institution.
The next most commonly offered course is Economic
,,
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TABLE VIII
A TABULATION OF THE NUMBER OF SEMESTER HOURS
OF GEOC-RAPHY
OFFERED BY TWENTY INSTITUTIONS
NO. OF
semeSTerTHours
NO. OF
INSTTTtfTTONS
PER CENT OF
T!73tTOTi3ITs
33 1 5
24 2 10
20 1 5
18 2 10
14 1 5
11 1 5
10 2/3 2 10
10 1 5
9 2 10
6 5 25
3 2 10

TABLE IX
THE TOTAL NUMBER OF GEOGRAPHY COURSES
OFFERED BY EACH INSTITUTION
NAME OF
GECCrTSP^rSOURSE
PER CENT OF
TITgTTTTiTloITs
Introduction to Geography 12
Economic Geography 11
Principles of Human Geography 7
Regional Geography 5
Political Geography 4
North America 4
Latin America 4
Europe 3
Asia 3
Physical Geography 2
South America 2
Geography of the Far East 1
Economic and Regional Geography 1
History and Geography of Conn. 1
Earth Science 1
Eurasia 1
Regional Geography of North
America and Europe 1
South America and Asia 1
Regional Geography of North
America, Europe, and Asia 1
Meteorology and Climatology 1
Geology 1
Climates of the Continents 1
Advanced Regional Geography 1
Continental Geography 1
World Geography 1
Global Geography 1
60
55
35
25
20
20
20
15
15
10
10
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
5
c.
I
Geography and that is offered in eleven, or fifty-five per
cent of the institutions.
Principles of Human Geography is the third most com-
monly offered geography course and is offered in seven, or
thirty-five per cent of the institutions. The frequency
of the remainder of the courses listed in Table IX is
indicated beside the name of each course.
INSTITUTIONS OFFERING METHODS COURSES IN GEOGRAPHY
In answer to the question, ”Do you offer a methods
course in the teaching of geography?”, the following
responses were given:
Danbury No individual course in the teaching
of geography is offered. However,
an extensive methods course Is given
which does cover all subjects taught
in the elementary schools.
New Britain No
New Haven Not a separate course because our
philosophy causes us to put all
methods of whatever subject into one
two years course.
Willimantic No
Fort Kent Yes
Gorliam No
Machias Yes
Bridgewater No
Fitchburg Methods in Teaching Geography in Junior
High School, one hour.

Fitchburg
(contd.T
Methods in Teaching Geography
in Elementary Grades - part of
an Integrated methods course of
eight hours - credit, one half
hour.
Framingham Yes - Methods Course of Geography
Materials, including some advanced
geography material.
Lowell Geography Methods, one hour
North Adams No
Salem An elective course for seniors
majoring In Business Education.
Westfield No
Keene No
Plymouth Included in methods course on
teaching of social studies.
Providence Yes - a methods course In the teaching
of geography is offered in extension
classes.
Castleton No individual course in the teaching
of geography is offered but the
subject Is Included in a course called
Child and Curriculum.
Johnson Yes
Lyndon Center No
The information recorded above has been tabulated and
presented in Table X,
Table X indicates the number of institutions which
do offer a methods course in geography, the number of
institutions which do not offer a methods course in geography
and the number of institutions which include methods of
*I
*
teaching geography in another methods course, such as
Methods of Teaching Social Studies, etc.
It is noted that eight institutions, or forty per cent
of the institutions do offer a methods course in the
teaching of geography; an equal amount of institutions do
not offer such a course; and four institutions, or twenty
per cent of the institutions do not offer a separate methods
course In the teaching of geography but do include the
methods of teaching geography in another methods course.
INSTITUTIONS OFFERING A SEPARATE
DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
In answer to the question, ”Do you have a separate
Department of Geography?”, the following responses were given:
Danbury No
New Britain No
New Haven No
Willimantio No
Fort Kent No
Gorham Yes
Machias No
Bridgewater Yes
Fitchburg Yes
Framingham No
Lowell Yes
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TABLE X
THE NUMBER OF INSTITUTIONS
OFFERING- METHODS COURSES IN GEOGRAPHY
NO. OF PER CENT OF
INSTITUTIONS H^tTTUTioTIs
Offering a
Methods Course 8 40
Not Offering a
Methods Course 8 40
Included in
Another Course 4 20

North Adams No
Salem Yes
Westfield Yes
Keene No
Plymouth No
Providence Yes
Castleton Yes
Johnson No
Lyndon Center No
Eight institutions, or forty per cent of the total
number of institutions, indicate that they have a separate
Department of Geography. Twelve institutions, or sixty
per cent of the total number of institutions, indicate
that they do not have a separate department of geography.
It is interesting to note that of the seven Institu-
tions indicating that they offer fourteen semester hours of
geography, or more, all but one institution have a separate
Department of G-eography. Keene Teachers College, Keene,
New Hampshire, offers eighteen semester hours of geography
but does not have a separate Department of G-eography; the
geography courses in the latter are given by the Social
Studies Department.
The State Teachers College, Lowell, Massachusetts,
offers ten and two thirds semester hours of geography (or
ten quarter hours) and has a separate Department of G-eography.
o'-
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The State Normal School, Castleton, Vermont, offers
only six semester hours of geography, but has a separate
Department of G-eography according to the reply on the
questionnaire returned*
INSTITUTIONS OFFERING GEOGRAPHY IN DEPARTMENTS
OTHER THAN THE DEPARTMENT OF GEOGRAPHY
In answer to the question, "If you do not have a sepa-
rate Department of Geography, which department offers
geography?”, the following responses were given:
Danbury Social Science
New Britain Social Science
New Haven Social Science
Willimantic Science and Social Science
Fort Kent Education
Machias Social Studies
Framingham Elementary
North Adams Social Science and Science
Keene Social Studies
Plymouth Social Studies
Johnson Social Science
Lyndon Center Social Studies
The information presented above and in the preceding
section has been tabulated and is presented in Table XI*
Table XI indicates the name of the departments in which
the various geography courses are given
-t
.
TA3LE XI
DEPARTMENTS OFFERING- G-EQGRAPHY COURSES
NAME
OF DEPStTTmENT
NO. OF PER CENT OF
INSTITUTIONS T^TlWTlTffS
Geography 8
Social Science 4
Social Studies 4
Science and
Social Science 2
Elementary 1
Education 1
40
20
20
10
5
5
‘l
.
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As has been stated above, in eight, or forty per cent,
of the institutions, the geography courses are given by the
G-eography Department; in four or twenty per cent of the
institutions they are given by the Social Science Department;
in four or twenty per cent of the institutions they are given
in the Social Studies Department; in two or ten per cent of
the institutions, they are given by the Science and Social
Science Department; and in two institutions they are given
in either the Elementary or Education Department.
INSTITUTIONS PROVIDING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS
TO MAJOR IN THE TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY
In answer to the question, M Can students major in the
teaching of geography? M
,
the following replies were received:
Danbury No
New Britain No
New Haven No
Wllllmantic No
Fort Kent No
Gorham No
Machlas No
Bridgewater Yes
Fitchburg Yes
Framingham No
Lowell No
*
o%
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North Adams No
Salem Yes
Westfield No
Keene No
Plymouth No
Providence No
Castleton No
Johnson No
Lyndon Center No
Only three institutions, or fifteen per cent of the
total number of institutions replying, provide an opportunity
for students to major in the teaching of geography. It is
noted that the three institutions which do provide this
opportunity are the ones which indicated that they offered
twenty-four semester hours in geography.
INSTITUTIONS PROVIDING AN OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS
TO MINOR IN THE TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY
In answer to the question, H Can students minor in the
teaching of geography?”, the following responses were received:
Danbury
New Britain
New Haven
Wllllmantic
Fort Kent
Gorham
No
No (proposed for next year)
No
No
No
No
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Machias No
Bridgewater Yes
Fitchburg Yes
Framingham No
Lowell No
North Adams No
Salem Yes
Westfield Yes
Keene Yes
Plymouth No
Providence Yes
Castle ton No
Johnson No
Lyndon Center No
Six institutions, or thirty per cent of the total
number of institutions, provide an opportunity for students
to minor in the teaching of geography. These six institutions
all indicated that they offered fourteen semester hours or
more of geography. It is noted that the three institutions
which provide students with an opportunity to major in the
teaching of geography are Included among the six which provide
students with an opportunity to minor in the teaching of
geography.
INSTITUTIONS PROVIDING- AN OPPORTUNITY FOR STUDENTS
TO ELECT STUDENT TEACHING- IN G-EQURAPHY
In answer to the question, 5, Can students elect Student

Teaching in geography?", the following replies were received:
Danbury No
New Britain Yes
New Haven No
Willlmantio No
Fort Kent No
Gorham No
Machias No
Bridgewater Yes
Fitchburg Yes
Framingham Yes - units of work during the two eight
week periods of Practice Teaching,
Lowell Yes ” our students all do student
teaching in geography in our training
schools
.
North Adams Yes - but all teach it in appropriate
grades.
Salem Yes
Westfield Yes, in Jr. High
Keene Yes, at Junior High
Plymouth No
Providence No
Castleton Yes - usually each student does
Student Teaching in geography
Johnson Yes
Lyndon Center No
Eleven institutions, or fifty-five per cent of the total
number of institutions, provide an opportunity for students
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to elect Student Teaching In geography. Nine or forty-five
per cent of the total number of institutions do not provide
an opportunity for students to elect Student Teaching in
Geography.
INSTITUTIONS WHICH OFFER GEOGRAPHY COURSES
DURING SUMMER SESSIONS
In answer to the question, "Do you offer geography
courses during the summer session?", the following replies
were received:
Danbury
New Britain
New Haven
Summer sessions are a product of the
war years, and may or may not become
permanent features. To my knowledge,
no geography courses have been offered
in the summer sessions we have offered.
Yes - in 1947, two courses will be
offered: Geography of North America,
Economic Geography.
Usually two of the following courses
are given each summer, the exact
courses given varying from summer to
summer:
Geography of North America
Geography of Europe
Geography and World Affairs
Principles of Human Geography
Regional Geography
Geography of the Far East
Willimantlc No
Fort Kent
Gorham
Machias
Yes - courses to be given are not
yet known
Usually visiting instructors offer the
courses and the courses offered vary
with the individual instructor.
No
--
— *• . -I' ... ,
,
<
-
-
?
.
1 ,
:
.
:
r
.
. s
•
Bridgewater Yes - the summer courses offered are
under the direction of University
Extension.
Fitchburg Yes - the following courses are offered:
Regions and Nations of the World
Strategic Materials
Geography Behind the News
Seminar in the Teaching of Geography
Caribbean America
Framingham No
Lowell No
North Adams No
Salem No
Westfield No
Keene Yes - varies from summer to summer
Plymouth Yes - summer session held every other
year.
Providence Yes - Methods and Materials in Geography,
Geography of South America, Political
Geography.
Castleton No
Johnson No
* Lyndon Center No
Of the twenty institutions, eleven or fifty-five per
cent indicate that they do not offer geography courses during
the slimmer session. Nine institutions, or forty-five per
cent indicate that they do offer some geography courses
during the summer. Many of the institutions state that the
courses offered vary from summer to summer. Several of the
institutions offer summer courses which are not offered

during the regular sessions. The following institutions have
listed the indicated courses for the summer only:
New Haven Geography of North America
Geography of Europe
Geography and World Affairs
Principles of Human Geography
Geography of the Far East
Fitchburg Regions and Nations of the World
Strategic Materials
Geography Behind the News
Seminar in the Teaching of Geography
Caribbean America
THE NUMBER OF GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS
IN EACH INSTITUTION
In answer to the question, ,9How many geography teachers
do you have on your staff?”, the following replies were given:
Danbury One - part time
New Britain One
New Haven Two
Wlllimantic None specifically designated as
such.
Fort Kent One
Gorham One
Machias Two
Bridgewater Two
Fitchburg One in the college
Framingham One
Lowell One
No special geography teacher.
Two teachers each teach one
geography course
North Adams
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Salem Two
Westfield One
Keene One
Plymouth One
Providence One
Castletcn One
Johnson One
Lyndon Center One
THE NUMBER OF GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS
TRAINED FOR THE TEACHING OF GEOGRAPHY
In answer to the question, “How many geography teachers
on your staff have been trained for the teaching of geography? H
,
the following replies were received:
Danbury None
New Britain One
New Haven One - a second teacher has had
almost a minor in geography.
Willimantlc None
Fort Kent One
Gorham One
Machias One
Bridgewat er Two
Fitchburg Two
Framingham Two
Lowell One
North Adams None
-
Salem Two
Westfield One
Keene One
Plymouth One
Providence One
Castleton One
Johnson One
Lyndon Center One
THE DEGREES HELD BY THE GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS
In answer to the question, MWhat degrees are held by
the geography teachers on your staff
?
M
,
the following replle
were received:
Danbury Ph. D.
New Britain M. A. /
New Haven M. A. and the polishing off of
a Ph. D. remains to be done.
Much travel and study abroad.
Willimantic M. A. and Ed. D.
Fort Kent M. S.
Gorham A. B. plus graduate work.
Machias B. S.
Bridgewater Both have M. A.
Fi tchburg B. Ed. (Geography, at Clark
University)
M. A. (Geography, at Clark
University)
Framingham M. S. plus most of work done
toward Ph. D*
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# Lowell Not stated
North Adams Both have A.M.
Salem Both have A. B. and
Keene M. A.
Plymouth B. Ed. and M. A.
Providence M. A. in Geography
Castleton M. A.
Johnson A. M.
Lyndon Center M. Ed.
The information presented in the three preceding
sections has been tabulated and is presented in Table XII*
An examination of Table XII discloses that eighteen
institutions, or ninety per cent of the institutions, have
at least one teacher who has trained for the teaching of
geography* Two of the institutions Indicate that they have
two teachers who were trained for the teaching of geography.
Two institutions indicate that the geography teachers on
their staff were not trained in the teaching of geography.
However, in both of the latter institutions, the teachers
have extensive professional training; one teacher has the
degree of Doctor or Philosophy and the other teacher has
the degree of Doctor of Education.
CHANGES PLANNED IN PRESENT GEOGRAPHY CURRICULUM
In answer to the question, "Are you planning any changes
in your present geography curriculum?", the following replies
were given:

TABLE XII
THE TRAINING OF THE GEOGRAPHY TEACHERS
NAME OF INSTITUTION 1* 2* 3*
Danbury 1
New Britain 1
New Haven 2
Wlllimantlc 1
Fort Kent 1
Gorham 1
Machlas 2
Eridgewater 2
Fitchburg 1
Framingham 1
Lowell 1
North Adams 2
Salem 2
Westfield 2
Keene 2
Plymouth 1
Providence 1
Castleton 1
Johnson 1
Lyndon Center 1
0 Ph. D.
1 M. A. /•
1 M. A. / work
0 M. A. - Ed. D.
1 M. S.
1 A. B. plus
grad, work
1 B. S.
2 Both have M.A.
1 B. Ed. - M.A.
1 M. S. /
doctoral work
1 Not given
1 Both have A.M.
2 Both have A.E.
and A.M.
1 M. A.
1 M. A.
1 B. Ed.- M.A.
1 M. A.
1 M.A.
1 A. M.
1 M. Ed.
*1 The number of geography teachers.
*2 The number of geography teachers trained in
Geography.
*3 The degrees held by the geography teachers.
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Danbury
New Britain
New Haven
Willimantic
Fort Kent
Gorham
Machias
Bridgewater
Fitchburg
Framingham
Lowell
North Adams
Salem
Westfield
Keene
Yes
Beginning In 1947-8 college year,
plan to offer a minor in geography
consisting of twenty-eight quarter
hours (or 18 2/3 semester hours).
The following geography courses are
to be added to those already being
offered, each of which are for two and
two thirds semester hours credit:
Geography of North America
Geography of South America
Geography of Asia
Political Geography
There is considerable probability that
a course in Political Geography will
be offered as an elective,
I do not believe so as we are not
organized to prepare students for
specialized fields at the secondary
level. All our graduates are
certified in elementary education only.
Our whole curriculum is being revised.
No changes being planned.
No changes being planned.
Yes - limited changes are being planned.
Yes - probably more courses will be
added.
No changes are being planned.
No changes are being planned.
No changes are being planned.
No changes are being planned.
No changes are being planned.
Yes, we are putting in a two year
Liberal Arts program. The electives
offered will depend on size of staff
and student enrollment.
—'
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Plymouth It is planned to change the
elementary requirement in geography
to nine semester hours and the
secondary curriculum requirement
in geography also to nine semester
hours.
Providence No changes
Castleton No changes
Johnson No changes
Lyndon Center No changes
It Is noted that seven institutions are planning to
change their present geography curriculum.
'.
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY
This study is concerned with ”The Status of Geography
in the State Teachers Colleges and State Normal Schools in
New England. 1*
The purpose of this study is to determine the curricular
offerings in geography and to determine the extent of geo-
graphy training that can be obtained in the twenty-two state
teachers colleges and st.ate normal schools of Connecticut,
Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.
In Chapter I, the technical terminology used in this
study wa3 defined. Then, the need for geography training
for all students, not only for those on the elementary level,
but also for those on the secondary level, was pointed out
and reference was made to the opinions of several educational
leaders and geographers concerning this need for geography
training. Then, it was pointed out that geography instruction
could be given satisfactorily only by those teachers who
have had extensive training in geography, and reference was
also made to the statements of educational leaders and
geographers who recognize the need for adequate training of
geography teachers*
Recognizing the need for geographic training in the
schools and the need for trained teachers of geography, this
..
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study is concerned with the opportunities that are available
in the state teachers colleges and normal schools of New
England for students who plan to become geography teachers
on either the secondary or elementary level.
Chapter II concerns Itself with a review of the research
that has already been done by others regarding the quali-
fications and preparation of geography teachers in selected
elementary and secondary schools of the United States and
also regarding the status of geography training offered in
the colleges, universities, and other teacher training
Institutions of the United States.
The data gathered concerning the status of geography in
the institutions under consideration was obtained by means of
a questionnaire which was sent to each of the twenty-two
institutions. Twenty institutions, or ninety per cent of
those to which questionnaires were sent, completed and
returned the questionnaire. From the returned and completed
questionnaires, the responses were recorded, tables were
compiled and the results were analyzed and discussed.
The findings of Chapter IV are summarized below:
1. The twenty institutions returning the question-
naire indicated the following information concerning the
training of students preparing to be elementary teachers:
a. Two institutions required 12 semester
hours of geography.
b. Five institutions required 3 semester
hours of geography.
•.
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c. The remaining thirteen required hours in
geography ranging from 4 - 10-| semester hours
d. Twelve institutions required 6 or more
semester hours in geography.
e. No institution prescribed less than 3
semester hours in geography.
f. The number of geography courses prescribed
ranged from one to four, with no institu-
tion requiring less than one geography course
g. The most commonly required courses in geo-
graphy and the number of institutions
prescribing them are: Principles of Geography
12; Principles of Human Geography , 6; Regional
Geography, 5; Economic Geography, 4.
2. The ten institutions training secondary teachers
indicated the following concerning the training of students
preparing to be secondary teachers:
a. One institution prescribed 25-§- hours for
students whose major is geography and 16^-
semester hours for students whose major
is social studies.
b. One institution prescribed 4 semester
hours in geography.
c. The remaining eight institutions prescribed
semester hours ranging from 5 l/3 - 16.
d. Ei$it institutions required 6 semester
hours or more in geography.
e. No institution prescribed less than 4
semester hours in geography.
f. The number of geography courses prescribed
ranged from one to six, with no institution
requiring less than one geography course.
g. The most commonly required course in geo-
graphy and the number of institutions that
prescribed them are: Economic Geography, 6;
Principles of Human Geography, 4; Principles
:•
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of Geography, 4; Regional Geography, 2;
and Asia, 2.
3. The twenty institutions returning the question-
naire indicated the following concerning the total number of
geography courses offered, both prescribed and elective:
a. One institution offered 33 semester hours
in geography.
b. Two institutions offered 25 semester hours
in geography.
c. Two institutions offered 3 semester hours in
geography, the least amount of geography
offered by any institution.
d. The remaining fifteen institutions offered
semester hours in geography ranging from 6-20
e» The most commonly offered courses and the
number of institutions offering them are:
Principles of Geography, 12; Economic
Geography, 11; Principles of Human Geography,
7; Regional Geography, 5; Political Geography
4; North America, 4; Latin America, 4.
It was noted that Principles of Geography was the most
commonly offered course in Geography among the institutions
i
being studied and is offered by twelve or sixty per cent of
the institutions, Cunningham (see P. 26 - 28) and Bellotti
(see P. 32) found that Principles of Geography or Funda-
mentals of Geography was the most commonly offered course in
geography and was offered by ninety-two per cent or eighty-
five per cent respectively of the institutions reported in
their studies.
Economic Geography was the second most commonly offered
course, being offered by eleven or by fifty-five per cent
«V
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of the institutions being studied. Cunningham and Bellotti
reported in their studies that Economic Geography was the
second most commonly offered course and was offered by
seventy-three and seventy-two per cent respectively of the
Institutions which they studied.
Bellotti found that not more than one third of the
geography courses presented by the institutions reported in
her study were required for graduation - the study of the
New England institutions revealed that fifty-five per cent
of the geography courses offered are prescribed courses.
The National Council of Geography Teachers reported
(see P. 32 - 36) that over sixteen per cent of the insti-
tutions studied did not offer as much as a single course in
geography. There were no institutions among the twenty
reporting in this study which did not offer at least one
course in geography. According to the report of the Council,
126 institutions offered only one course in geography.
Three Institutions in this study offer a single course in
geography. The Council reported that there are over 400
institutions which are not prepared to meet normal require-
ments for a geography college minor, or teaching geography
minor of 15 semester hours. The council did not give
percentage figures concerning this but it is pointed out
that the survey of the Council was concerned with liberal
arts colleges, universities, and teacher training insti-
tutions throughout the United States. Of the twenty
X-t
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teacher training institutions studied in New England, six
institutions offer enough geography to satisfy the fifteen
semester hour requirement for a teaching geography minor*
The Council reported that only in about one-third of the
colleges studied would It be possible to get 5-9 courses in
geography. This study Indicated that six teacher training
Institutions, or thirty per cent of those studied, offered
from five to nine courses In geography, while three
additional institutions offered four geography courses,
4. The twenty Institutions indicated the following
concerning a course In the methods of teaching geography:
a. Eight institutions offered a methods course
in the teaching of geography.
b. Eight Institutions did not offer a methods
course in the teaching of geography.
c. Four Institutions did not offer a separate
methods course in the teaching of geography
but did include the methods of teaching
geography in another methods course.
Cunningham noted in his study that many Institutions
offered no methods courses in geography and found that
some institutions, most frequently in the one-year or two-
year normal schools, methods courses only were offered.
Bellotti found that some teacher education Institutions
offered no methods courses. The National Council of
Geography Teachers states that only 66 out of 653 insti-
tutions responding to its questionnaire offered a course in
The Teaching of Geography in the Secondary Schools.
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5. The twenty Institutions indicated the following
concerning the department offering geography courses:
a. Geography Department - eight institutions,
or forty per cent.
b. Social Science Department - four institutions,
or twenty per cent.
c. Social Studies Department - four Institutions,
or twenty per cent.
d. Science and Social Studies Department - two
institutions, or ten per cent.
e. Elementary Department - one institution, or
five per cent.
f. Education Department - one institution, or
five per cent,
Cunningham reported that sixty-one per cent of the
institutions studied offered separate departments of geo-
graphy; thirteen per cent of the institutions stated geo-
graphy was offered by the Science Department; nine per cent
of the institutions offered geography in the Social Science
Department.
Helen Bellotti reported that forty-eight per cent of
the Institutions studied offered separate departments of
geography; the other institutions teach geography in the
Science, Social Science or Geology Department and a few
schools include geography in the Education Department.
The National Council of Geography Teachers reported that
only about fourteen per cent of the colleges studied offered
geography courses in a separately organized and administered
department under the single title of geography and that
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99 of the 653 institutions returning its questionnaire
indicated that geography was offered in association with
other subjects forming one department such as Geology and
Geography Department and Geography and Geology Department.
The Council also reported that geography was commonly offered
in the Department of Commerce or Business Administration,
the Department of Social Science, the Education Department,
and the following departments: Science, Geology, and History.
6. The twenty institutions indicated the following
concerning the offering of a major or minor in the teaching
of geography:
a. Three institutions offered a major.
b. Seventeen institutions did not offer a major.
c. Six institutions offered a minor
d. Fourteen institutions did not offer a minor.
Miss Bellotti reported that forty-one per cent of the
institutions studied had students major and minoring in
geography,
7. Eleven institutions indicated that students
can elect student teaching in geography; nine Institutions
Indicated that students could not elect student teaching in
geography.
8. Nine institutions indicated that they offered
geography courses during the summer session.
9. Eighteen institutions have at least one teacher
who was trained for the teaching of geography.
10. Seven institutions are planning changes in their
present geography curriculum.
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APPENDIX A
COPY OF REQUEST FOR COLLEGE CATALOGUES
Dear Sir:
Would you please send me, at your earliest
convenience, a copy of your college catalogue for
the year 1946-47.
I should like to use the information
contained in the catalogue In preparing a thesis.
Sincerely,
:.
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APPENDIX B
THE STATE TEACHERS COLLEGES AND STATE NORMAL SCHOOLS
OF NEW ENGLAND
CONNECTICUT
State Teachers College Danbury
Teachers College of Connecticut New Britain
State Teachers College New Haven
State Teachers College
MAINE
Willimantic
*State Teachers College Farmington
'Madawaska Training School Fort Kent
State Teachers College Gorham
State Normal School
MASSACHUSETTS
Machias
State Teachers College Bridgewater
State Teachers College Fitchburg
State Teachers College Framingham
State Teachers College Lowell
State Teachers College North Adams
State Teachers College Salem
State Teachers College Westfield
*State Teachers College Worcester
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NEW HAMPSHIRE
Keene Teachers College
Plymouth Teachers College
RHODE ISLAND
Rhode Island College of Education
VERMONT
State Normal School
State Normal School
State Normal School
Keene
Plymouth
Providence
Castleton
Johnson
Lyndon Center
^Institutions not completing and returning
questionnaire
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